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UWC Davis Scholarships Programme Visits

UWCiM Meeting the True Philanthropists 
On October 28, UWCiM had a great privilege to host the representatives of the Davis United World 
College Scholars Programme, namely Ms Gale and Mr Shelby Davis, the founders, and the executive 
director, Mr. Phil Geier and his wife, Amy. The UWCiM students and staff were very keen to meet the 
Davises, the philanthropist couple, who have been very generous in providing educational opportuni-
ties to UWC students for their further studies at American colleges, but also in providing UWC schol-
arships to all American students in UWCs.

T
his was their first visit 
to UWCiM. When Mr. 
Shelby Davis walked 
into the Spanish room, 
full of UWCiM students 

and faculty, a rich, strong and long 
lasting applause broke out and 
echoed within the high walls of the 
Gymnasium building. In his short, 
but inspiring address to UWCiM 
students and staff, Mr. Davis 
emphasised: “The reason why I de-
cided to focus on education is its 
quality of creating possibilities. If 
you can get a good education, you 
have a far better chance to create 
your own circumstances in life. I 
believe that you, as all other UWC 
students, are an example of how 
the world could be a better place 
if people had better insight into 
all its diversities.” Afterwards, our 
guests learnt of the UWCiM and its 
mission through various students’ 
presentations on intercultural, 
residential and academic aspects 
of the College life. They had a 

lunch in the College canteen with 
the Davis UWC Scholars in the 
UWCiM, six American and two local 
students. UWCiM headmistress, 
Valentina Mindoljević, organized a 
small tour around College facilities 
for our guests. When they saw our 
physics lab, they were particularly 
impressed with the UWCiM robot, 
created last year by the team of 
students initiated by the American 
student of UWCiM, Ingrid Fielder, 
for the Robotics Competition 
which took place in Israel. Mr. 
Shelby Davis played a short foot-
ball game with the UWCiM robot. 
In the afternoon, we took our 
guests around our Musala resi-
dence and we made a sightseeing 
tour for them. The representatives 
of the Davis United World College 
Scholars Programme finished 
their visit to UWCiM by a meeting 
with the College coordinators. At 
the meeting, they were provided 
with the College statistics on the 
enrolment of the UWCiM alumni 

Meeting My Generous Sponsor

As a Davis scholar, I was very excited to meet Ms. and Mr. Davis, to 
speak with them, and have an opportunity to thank them for the amaz-
ing experience and opportunity they gave me. Prior to my meeting 
with them, I had been thinking of what to say and how to express my 
gratitude. But when I sat down for a lunch with the Davises, other 
UWCiM Davis Scholars and the Geiers, I felt that conversation went 
smoothly. Their passion for and dedication to the UWC movement 
evoked memorable and flowing conversation, in which I was able to ex-
press my gratitude through sharing my experience, feeling and views 
of my UWC experience so far and its connection to my life. 
Mr. Davis explained that the money he gives to students is not a gift, 
but an investment. He and our sponsors are investing in us and our fu-
ture, and thus contribute to global citizenship. This inspired me. It gave 
me an even deeper desire to do something great with this experience 
and the rest of my life, to pay off the investment with interest. It was 
incredible to meet the person investing in me. I was inspired by the 
immense generosity which led me to see this experience though new 
eyes and fuelled my desire to fully take advantage of every opportu-
nity given to me in life.

Margaret Bursch,  
UWCiM student, USA

Thanks to the generous support of the Davis UWC Scholars Pro-
gramme, 113 UWCiM alumni from Bosnia and Herzegovina and 24 stu-
dents from other post conflict countries decided to continue their ed-
ucation at 37 American Universities. Without this generous support, 
it would be rather difficult even to imagine that the students coming 
from the average Bosnian families could continue their education at 
some of the most prestigious institutions of academics excellence in 
the world, such as Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Brown and 
Duke University, Williams, Wellesley or Middlebury College. 

at American universities. Another 
inevitable subject touched upon at 
the meeting was our financial situ-
ation. Our dear guests, Ms. Gale 
and Mr. Shelby Davis, and Ms. Amy 

and Mr. Phil Geier, left the College 
impressed with what they had 
seen, underlining the compelling 
case of UWCiM within the entire 
UWC movement.

Conference in Dubrovnik, October 24-26, 2010

Towards Reconciliation: Experience, 
Techniques and Opportunities for Europe

T
he conference was an 
impressive gathering, 
promoted by the Euro-
pean Council on Toler-
ance and Reconciliation 

and funded by the Robert Bosch 
and Bertelsmann Foundations. 
Additional support came from the 
European Jewish Fund and the 
ERSTE Foudation, the Drager and 
the Calouste Gulbenkian Founda-
tions. The hundred and fourty 
participants were politicians, NGO 
leaders and experts from some 20 
countries. The focus on the South 
East Europe was highlighted by 
the presence of the Croatian Presi-
dent, Mr. Ivo Josipović and the 
Prime Minister, Ms. Jadranka Ko-
sor, the  member of the Presidency 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr. 
Bakir Izetbegović, the President 
of the Social Democratic Party of 
BiH, Mr. Zlatko Lagumdžija, and 
the President of Montenegro, Mr. 
Filip Vujanović. Other senior state 
figures gave the Conference ad-
ditional weight: former Presidents 
of Poland, Cyprus, Austria, and 
former Prime Ministers of Poland 
and Italy as well as the former 
President of the German Bund-
estag, Rita Sussmuth.  
I regard it as a tribute to the work 
of colleagues and students in 
UWCiM that I was invited to join 
this illustrious company.  It was 
also appropriate and encouraging 
to find the Mayor of Mostar, Ljubo 
Bešlić, acting like me as a member 
of a discussion panel.
Platitudes were inescapable on 
such an occasion. So too was a 
degree of temptation to allow the 
virtue of awareness and accep-
tance of past sins to outweigh and 
exonerate the sins themselves. By 
chance I happened to be reading at 
the time Anne Michaels’ “Fugitive 
Pieces: “… and even if an act (of 

violence) could be forgiven, no one 
could bear the responsibility of 
forgiveness on behalf of the dead. 
No act of violence is ever resolved.  
When the one who can forgive can 
no longer speak, there is only si-
lence.  History is the poisoned well, 
seeping into the groundwater …”     
History (with its aftermath) could 
still shock.  The files of the East 
German Stasi side by side attain a 
length of 158 kilometres; open-
ing them had prompted fears of 
revenge following disclosure, but 
heroic models had also emerged 
(one should perhaps recall that it 
was the earlier two-state Germany 
that had enabled this disclosure 
– Poland for example has had no 
comparable cleansing experience).  
Spain still has 500 unopened 
mass graves, holding an estimated 
130,000 bodies; “Spanish democ-
racy was born in silence”.     
I was a little surprised to experi-
ence several statements that the 
Balkans was now (only now!) a 

European problem, a European 
debate, no longer to be resolved 
in isolation.  I interpreted this as 
welcome awareness on the Balkan 
side that their future lays irretriev-
ably in Europe (and by explicit 
affirmation in the EU) – it was 
healthy for a listener from a rest-
less, sceptical Britain to hear that 
the principal, the overriding mis-
sion of the EU is to ensure peace 
on our continent.  
What and where is the truth?  Not 
an original question, but thought 
by most participants to be the es-
sential condition for reconciliation.  
Past conflicts without truth remain 
frozen; unfinished conflicts mean 
unfinished states. But then, as 
another speaker reminded some 
of us, we can be clear about the 
future; it is the past that is chang-
ing before our eyes.  
Several I met knew of our Mostar 
College. Some had visited and 
been deeply impressed. Our litera-
ture was picked up and taken away.  

The conference was an impressive gathering, promoted by the European Council on Tolerance and 
Reconciliation and funded by the Robert Bosch and Bertelsmann Foundations. Additional support 
came from the European Jewish Fund and the ERSTE Foudation, the Drager and the Calouste Gulben-
kian Foundations. 

There was not a dissenting voice 
over the claim that post-conflict 
education must go far beyond the 
classroom.  “The best teacher 
lodges an intent not in the mind 
but in the heart” (Anne Michaels 
again).  And I heard no statement 
more eloquent than that of the 
founding President of the Adriatic 
College, Corrado Belci, when he 
wrote:
“Peace is not a comfortable 
process … it is that little fragment 
that the young students of the 
United World College put together 
…it is the courageous creating of 
peace between former enemies 
without waiting for the other to 
begin, it is that continuous process 
of giving without receiving in 
return, above all without knowing 
whether and when the process will 
ever achieve completion.”

David Sutcliffe, member of the 
UWC-IB Initiative in BiH Ex-

ecutive Committee (September 
2006-May 2010) 

Representatives of the Davis UWC Scholars Programme with UWCiM students 
and staff in front of the school

Meeting Davis scholars was important part of the visit

With UWCiM headmistress Valentina Mindoljević and students after the lecture

Dubrovnik hosted the conference
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Meeting with Gymnasium Mostar

Impetus to Further 
Cooperation 

S
everal important topics were 
discussed, inter alia, a code 
of conduct for students and 
teachers, extracurricular 
activities and the realization of 

ideas founded on the objectives of PACE 
Project. Considering that the Code of 
Conduct was adopted at the beginning of 
this school year, we reviewed the results 
achieved in the past period.
Being aware of the importance of 
extracurricular activities as the best way 
for students to spend their free time 
doing smething creative and humane, the 
teachers placed special emphasis on the 
discussion about organizing joint activi-
ties through which each student, regard-
less of the school he/she attends, would 
make his/her contribution to the social 
community. To our mutual satisfaction, 
Gymnasium students will join our College 
students, and community service, as an 

important segment of education, will be 
included in their extracurricular schedule. 
We also agreed to continue working 
together on producing a joint newsletter 
The idea that UWCiM students join the 
Gymnasium choir was expressed. Several 
teachers from both schools participated 
in several workshops on the introduction 
if IB program in national curriculum (PACE 
Project), and they are expected to share 
their experience and skills gained with 
their colleagues.
After the meeting, we spent some more 
time together in an informal, relaxing 
atmosphere, and all of us expressed our 
hope in the end that our cooperation will 
be even better in the year to come, and 
that we shall present the society with a 
generation of successful students.  

Larisa Maksumić,  
UWCiM Bosnian Teacher, BiH 

In order to continue and foster our cooperation, the 
respective Administrations of Gymnasium Mostar 
and UWCiM organized a meeting for their teachers 
who share ideas, desires and problems, regardless 
of the fact that they teach different curricula. 

Activities of the Centre for Professional 
Development of Teachers in BiH in the School 
Year 2010/2011

Tackling the Educational 
Reform in the Country

T
he UWC-IB Initiative 
Centre for Profes-
sional Development 
of Teachers in BiH 
will start its activities 

in this school year by organizing 
science workshops on Novem-
ber 5 and 6. More that seventy 
biology, chemistry and phys-
ics teachers will be attending 
parallel seminars that will take 
place in the UWCiM laborato-
ries. The aim of the seminar is 
to promote an interactive and 
experiential learning and to 
demonstrate the main outlines 
of the IB science curriculum.   
We are quite happy that some 
of the teachers who have 
already participated in the 
UWC-IB Initiative seminars and 
workshops will be the lecturers 
for the occasion, i.e. science 
teachers from Gymnasium 
Mostar. The seminar will also be 
a great opportunity for the ex-

change of IB teaching practices 
with other lecturers from the 
UWCiM, Second Gymnasium Sa-
rajevo and Gymnasium Bežigrad 
in Ljubljana, and it will foster the 
cooperation among schools and 
teachers in BiH. 
Two weeks later, twenty-two 
selected secondary school 
geography and history teachers 
from across BiH will get an op-
portunity to visit two Slovenian 
gymnasia, in Ljubljana and Mari-
bor, and get to know more about 
teaching methods and syllabus 
in Slovenian schools, where the 
educational reform was based 
on IB DP. This study visit will be 
a follow up on seminars for the 
history and geography teach-
ers, held in Mostar in 2009 
and 2008, and it presents the 
continuation of the Initiative’s 
efforts aimed at improving and 
developing professional skills of 
BIH teachers and educators.   

Raising the Environmental Awareness in Mostar

“Community Care Day”

O
n Saturday, October 
23, the United World 
College in Mostar 
hosted its second an-
nual Community Care 

Day. The aims of this coordinated 
effort, led by the Environmen-
tal Council, were to physically 
clean up several central loca-
tions throughout Mostar, to raise 
community awareness regarding 
environmental issues, and finally, 
to unite people from all over the 
city towards a common goal.
It was a clear and beautiful day, 
the plan was to clean three loca-
tions throughout Mostar – Spanish 
Square and around our school, 
so called big stairs leading to 
our Sušac residence, and the 
Partisan’s Memorial, which used 
to be an imposing tribute to the 
anti-fascism, but has declined into 
a local hang-out for drunks and 
druggies, covered in litter. It was a 
big task to take on in only one day 
– and many hands were needed.
In Spanish Square, we were joined 
by students from Gymnasium 
Mostar as well as a near-by Eco-

nomics School. Surprisingly, when 
a group arrived at big stairs they 
were already clean thanks to a po-
litical student group! Nevertheless, 
we decided to clean jointly a small 
stairs on the other side of Mostar 
stadium. We could have been very 
proud of just these accomplish-
ments – but the work continued. 
The Partisan’s Memorial posed a 
daunting challenge! Unfortunately, 
the political group didn’t feel like 
helping us in the cleaning of this 
particular location. Upon arrival, 
our group was stunned by the 

Did you know that it takes 10 to 12 years for a cigarette butt to decompose? 
10 to 20 years for a plastic bag? 200 to 500 years for a beer can? Styro-
foam never decomposes.

quantity of garbage covering the 
white stone monument, and filling 
a pool which was once upon a time 
a symbolic fountain. Dani, our sec-
ond year from Spain, commented: 
“This is too dirty to be real.” 
But we were determined! In only 
several hours of hard work the re-
sults were already visible, not only 
the change in the surrounding, but 
the piles of garbage bags waiting 
to be taken away. The garbage 
bag statistics after our Com-
munity Care Day include 25 bags 
from Spanish Square, 40 from the 

stairs, and a whopping 130 from 
the Partisan’s Memorial! “It was 
really pleasing to see the results, 
to compare the photos before and 
after and see that we made a BIG 
difference.” said Liudmila Zales-
kaya our 1st year student from 
Belarus. 
Even though so much work was 
done, and great progress was 
made – there is still much to do 
if we want to make the Partisan’s 
Memorial trash free – a goal for 
the future. Another continuing 
initiative is implementing a joint 
recycling program between UWCiM 
and the two gymnasia curricula. 
As well as cleaning, students 
painted and prepared recycling 
bins to distribute throughout the 
school. Our Community Care Day 
was also the beginning of an envi-
ronmental awareness advertising 
campaign-distributing informa-
tional posters around the city. 
On behalf of the Environmental 
Council, we want to profoundly 
thank all the people who came and 
strive to make this city a clean 
safe environment. “The coolest 
part for me was to see how the 
community outside of our school 
came together to work with us. 
After the day finished, I felt really 
tired, but very content and proud 
of the work we did”, concluded our 
1st year student from USA. We es-
pecially want to thank our teacher 
advisor, Jasminka Omerović, and 
everyone who made the day logis-
tically possible. 
A message to citizens of Mostar, 
and of the Earth – this is all of 
our responsibilities, take each op-
portunity to take pride in the place 
you live, and keep it clean.
Hilary Johnson, UWCiM student, 

USA
Exchanging the experience: UWCiM’s and 
Gymnasium Mostar Bosnian language 
teachers

New friendships 

The gathering started with formal address of the heads

Teacher training

Cleaning action on the “big stairs”:  
Visible results

Garbage collected on the Partisan’s Memorial
Cleaning of Partisan’s 
Memorial was a big challenge

..but UWCiM students were 
determent
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Journalist Workshop “Media Literacy”

Learned from the  
Best to Entertain the Rest

T
he workshop gathered 
the high school stu-
dents, members of ex-
tracurricular journalistic 
programs, from across 

BiH. The basis of media literacy, as 
an obligatory knowledge for each 
citizen, has caused very active 
discussion of the participants on 
the theory and practice of media 
ethics in reporting. Special focus 
was placed on practical lessons on 
how to make school newspapers. 
Participants also had a task to 
write articles on certain topics, 
which were later analyzed in de-
tails and possible mistakes or good 
sides of the text were indicated, 
based on learning from mistakes 

principle. The most exciting part 
of the workshops was hearing the 
insight stories and taking tips from 
the most appreciated journalists 

UWCiM students, Magdalena Gea Vidović and Haris Eminović, spent a weekend (October 9-10) in Saraje-
vo participating in the “Media Literacy Workshop”, organized by the Press Council of Bosnia and Herze-
govina. During two intensive days, they were learning the basics of news writing and publication editing, 
but also hearing many other useful tips from some of the most famous journalists in the country.

Two Way Street in NDC Mostar 

Meeting the New  
US Ambassador to BiH
On October 19, in lieu of the U.S. Secretary of State Hilary Clinton’s recent visit to Sarajevo, six UW-
CiM students got the opportunity to meet yet another figure of world politics: Patrick Moon, the 
American Ambassador to BiH. 

M
r. Moon had been 
making the rounds 
through the region 
as the newly ap-
pointed Ambassador. 

His work brought him to Mostar, 
where UWCiM students, Nathan-
iel Joselson, Sanija Šteta, Lirim 
Veliu, Rebecca Konijnenberg, Alem 
Bukvic, and I were able to partici-
pate, along with numerous other 
students from universities around 
the area, in an engaging discussion 
with Mr. Moon at the local Nansen 
Dialogue Centre (NDC). The topics 

ranged from educational reform 
and the creation of a national cur-
riculum to constitutional reform 
and the accession of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina to NATO and the Eu-
ropean Union. The tone of the local 
students’ questions and comments 
was emphatic in their expres-
sion of the need for educational 
reform, while Ambassador Moon 
emphasised his desire for contin-
ued goodwill between the United 
States and BiH and the hopeful 
outcome of the recent elections. 
Nathaniel was also able to speak 

for a few minutes to tell Ambas-
sador Moon and all present a bit 
about UWCiM and its unique initia-
tive within the BiH educational 
system. Overall, a very interesting 
opportunity to see the views of 
those of the political world along-
side the opinions of those affected 
by the projects and policies that 
people like Ambassador Moon 
work to put into practice. 

Sara Maurer, UWCiM student, 
USA

in the country in electronic and 
print media. I really enjoyed to 
hear in depth the explanation from 
Damir Kaletović of Federal TV, 

Faruk Borić, deputy editor in chief 
of daily newspaper „Oslobodjenje“ 
and Ljiljana Zurovac, a journalist 
and the executive director of the 
Press Council in B&H.  
The students and professors from 
different parts of BiH used their 
free time for socializing in good 
atmosphere of friendship and we 
really enjoyed spending time with 
our peers who share the same 
interest. In the end of the work-
shop, we were known as „those 
from that college in Mostar” who 
will share the new gained knowl-
edge with their colleagues in the 
UWCiM. 
Haris Eminović, UWCiM student, 

UWCiM

Charity Flea Market

Helping the Needy
Just like last year, the Refugee Camp service group organized 
Charity Flea Market in order to collect money for helping our 
friends who live in the refugee camp. 

T
he whole story about the Flea 
Market began in the last school 
year as we witnessed the bad 
condition of the Refugee Camp 
facilities. The decision was unani-

mous: Something has to be done! Toilets 
are broken; there is no warm water in the 
camp, people have malfunctioning heating 
systems. In order to fix that, we needed 
the budget. As the flea market worked out 
so well last year and we were able to make 
Christmas food parcel for each family in 
the camp, we decided to organize another 
one this year, having realized how much 
they appreciated our action. 
At the very beginning of this school year, 
we started to sort out the things left be-
hind by the previous generation. We also 
have to thank other benevolent donors, 
without whom the Flea Market wouldn’t 
have worked out. Many washing machines 
had to be filled to get all the clothes 
clean, but finally, the day of the flea 
market arrived. Sunny Friday on October 1 
was a perfect day for organizing our first 

public flea market in the central town 
square in front of the College building. 
The outdoor flea market itself had many 
advantages – it received a great public 
support; we were able to raise money 
for the needy refugee camp inhabitants, 
we got rid of old things from the student 
residences and we promoted the reuse of 
second hand goods. 
The flea market was open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and most of the stuff we had were 
sold. We received support from many 
people and I’d really like to thank every-
body who helped. It was an amazing start 
in our new CAS year and proved that the 
group is able to work together very well. 
We were also able to show our abilities as 
business people and I think we have many 
gifted people in our group. 
During our last visit to our friends in the 
camp, we were investigating the hall 
we wanted to restore with the money 
we earned, as well as the broken toilet 
facilities. We came to the conclusion that 
we would have to bleach first and then do 

Amnesty International All-Nighter 

Human Rights Night

the painting of the inside walls. The toilet 
facilities need to be repaired by a handy-
man and the fittings have to be bought. 
Thanks to all the money we collected 

during the flea market, we will be able to 
fix all those things before the winter. 

Verena Bachl, UWCiM student, Austria

A
s usually, I was checking my 
school e-mail when one of the 
messages suddenly caught 
my attention. It was an e-mail 
inviting all those interested 

in coming to the Amnesty International 
All-Nighter to reply as soon as possible! 
It sounds intriguing, doesn’t it? As a 
short attached programme for the event 
seemed very appealing to me, I decided 
to sign up. I waited anxiously for the 
event to start and enable me to give my 
small contribution to the human rights 
promotion and protection. 
Finally, the day of the Amnesty Interna-
tional All Nighter came. At 21:30 sharp 
on October 30, the Theatre Arts Studio 
basement in Musala residence was full of 
people who were excited and willing to 
spend a night dedicated to human rights. 
Ten minutes later, the event finally start-
ed. It finished when the last participant 
fell asleep around 6 a.m.! And believe me, 

the greatest residential brainstorming 
session took place within that period! 
«The Amnesty International All-Nighter”, 
a human rights night, was organized in 
order to raise awareness on particular 

cases of human rights violation around 
the world.  Our AI CAS group orga-
nized the event as a series of creative 
workshops and discussions, spiced with 
delicious food and interesting movies to 
fill the night dedicated to the fight for 
human rights. The most important result 
was that we actually "took action"! AI 
group presented five examples of human 
rights abuse (the change of racial policy 

in France, i.e. the Roma being expelled 
from the country, Azerbaijan: the unfair 
treatment of convicted Azerbaijani blog-
gers in respect of fair appeal hearing, 
Myanmar: detained peaceful protestors, 
Khun Bedu, Khun Kawrio and Khun Dee 
De, Vietnam: house arrest of the dissident 
lawyer, South Korea: ensure fair trial for 
human rights activists, giving us a chance 
to raise our voice and write letters to the 
responsible authorities.
The action was quite successful! Every 
participant wrote a letter for each case, 
and in the end, there were some 200 
letters that were going to be sent.
Writing a letter is not a big deal, but being 
a part of this action meant a lot for me. I 
found it a daring attempt to make some-
one's life better. That is the reason why 
our contributions were highly appreciated 
and why I felt so satisfied afterwards. 
It is true that 200 letters are not enough 
to make a radical change, but writing a 
letter was the only thing in our power at 
that moment. United by a single goal, we 
become a much larger force in the world

Liudmila Zaleskaya,  
UWCiM student, Belarus

New US Ambasador to BiH: 
H.E. Patrick Moon 

Charity Flea market was a big success

UWCiM students turned out to be great sellers 

Amnesty International All-Night attracted lot of students 
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T
he mere fact that I come 
from Palestine gener-
ates and spices many 
conversations. The fact 
that I wear a headscarf 

opens up a whole lot of questions, 
such as: “Do you wear it while you 
sleep?” “Are you forced to wear 
it or did you choose to?”, and the 
most funny one “do you actually 
have hair underneath?!” I have 
been volunteering at UWCiM for 
less than a month now, but what I 
have gained from my short experi-
ence has taught me a lot about my 
surrounding, my mother’s town 
(Mostar), and also about myself, 

My time at UWCiM

Back to the Roots

my comfort zone and my toler-
ance. 
I fell in love with Mostar when I 
visited it with my mother’s family 
in 2008. My mother is originally 
from Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Both of her parents have grand-
parents who are Bosnians. How I 
came to UWCiM is another story. I 
met a student from the College at 
the bus station and a week later, 
I was talking to Mrs. Valentina 
Mindoljević, UWCiM headmistress. 
Two weeks later, I was signing my 
volunteering contract. The first 
few days in the College felt like a 
hasty dream. I was finally doing 

what I came here to do. I was 
meeting people, teaching students 
and most importantly learning 
about the history and the people 
of this town. 
My first hike on an early Sunday 
morning has been one of the first 
moments of bonding that I made 
with the students and staff. I was 
pleased to see everyone cheer me 
when I finally arrived at the top of 

the mountain. It is true that I was 
nicknamed “Granny Laila” for my 
slow walking and old age, but com-
ing back to school on Monday and 
seeing the pain of walking on every 
member of the “Adventure Crew” 
made me belong and realize that I 
had my first group activity. 
Going on Project Week to a town 
known for the biggest massacre 
in the Bosnian war, Srebrenica, 
brought back memories of my 
homeland and of how my own 
grandfather was forced to flee his 
town and watch in his own eyes his 
town crumble down. I realized that 
history repeats itself and I felt a 
sudden sadness that was replaced 
by joy and appreciation through 
meeting our host family who 
showed us that every religion and 
ethnicity has its own kind gener-
ous people. This is what I will take 
with me home, the generosity of 
the old women; the curiosity in the 
students’ eyes as they asked about 
my Palestine and my religion, the 
appreciation I see in students’ 
eyes as I teach the Creative Writ-
ing class, the sounds of students 
waiting for food in the canteen, the 
joy of finally knowing that I am in 
my mother’s country, smelling the 
same air her grandmother smelled, 
walking on the same paths that 
she walked on. These things and 
many more I will take with me 
when I leave back home in a few 
days. Thank you Mostar and thank 
you UWCiM! 
Laila Shikaki, UWCiM Volunteer, 

Palestine 

“Why did you choose Mostar?”  How did you find 
UWC?” “You only came with a two-week motel 
reservation?” These are only few of many ques-
tions I receive every day here. Since I began vol-
unteering at UWCiM, I had the privilege of answer-
ing so many similar questions, as well as engaging 
in many delightful and educational conversations.

P
roject Week 2010 was 
a perfect opportu-
nity for new UWCiM 
students to experi-
ence the challenge 

and beauty of outdoor learning, in 
variety of adventures organized 
in mid October throughout the 
country and nearby region. On 

the other hand, for our 2nd 
years, early Project 

Week was 

Adventures of Outdoor Learning
a perfect opportunity to escape 
from their pressing IB deadlines 
and a chance for demonstrating 
their leadership and creativity 
in suggesting many interesting 
exploration in the fields of his-
tory, economics, arts or nature, 
to name just a few. The Project 
Week took our students to almost 
every corner of BiH. They went to 
Banja Luka, where they explored 
the youth NGO scene and their 
activism, Bijeljina, a small town 

with growing tourist 

potential and the destination 
of an incredible ethno village 
Stanišići, the Sutjeska National 
Park, they saw the only rain for-
est in Europe of immense natural 
beauty, Perućica, they went to 
the only coastal town, Neum, 
for exploration of its economic 
potential, the BiH Mediterranean 
pearl Trebinje with its historic 
heritage of beautiful monas-
teries and long-

lasting poetry tradition, a small 
town in Central Bosnia,Visoko, to 
hear the story of Bosnian pyra-
mids and to make more informed 
conclusions, the unavoidable 
capital city, Sarajevo, with its 
appealing Austro-Hungarian 
architecture and rich cultural life, 
where UWCiM trained the clowns 
and did street performances 
and cheering the sick children in 
hospitals. 
UWCiM students also had a 
chance to explore the region. In 
Zagreb, the capital of Croatia, 
they explored modern art, 
including some of the most 
attractive contemporary art 
concepts, namely the travel-
ling exhibition of the Mu-
seum of Broken Relation-
ships. The students also 
met with the one of the 
Croatia’s most popular 
modern writers, Julijana 
Matanović, whose 
books inspired some of 
their extended essays. 
In Montenegro, in a small 
town of Pljevlja, UWCiM 

students volunteered for 
the organisation “Ray of 
Hope” – a kindergarten 
for children with physical 
and mental disabilities. The 

Project Week also took some 
UWCiM students to the very 
north of Europe, where they 
explored the life of Bosnian 

refugees in Norway. The UWCiM 
French class had and excep-
tional opportunity to learn about 
France and its culture, checking 
the pulse of the nation in Paris 
during the biggest union strikes 
in recent period. The group also 
had a chance to visit the Euro-
pean Cultural Foundation and to 
meet its president, Dr Wolfgang 
Petritsch, and the Austrian 
Federal Minister of Education. 
This project was funded by 
generous donations raised by 
the UWCiM French teacher, 
Ms. Barbara Lichtner. 
The spirit of the Project 
Week 2010 is best reflected 
in the following selection of 

students’ articles.  

In the UWCiM student residence: Sara, Laila (in the middle) and Rony  

First hike with UWCiM students

Norway

Pariz Project 

Clowning in Sarajevo 

Zagreb Project

Pijevlja Project 

National Park Sutjesca Project 
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Dance Therapy in Sarajevo 

Dance for Peace, Move for Release

“W
ings of 
Hope Inter-
national” 
is a world 
network 

of small organizations that focus 
its work on the problem of war-
trauma. Originally founded in the 
Netherlands, the network today 
has spread around the world and 
its foundations can be found in 
Germany, Israel, Iraq and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. The BiH branch 
of “Wings of Hope” is a profes-
sional, non-profit organisation 
which ardently works since 1994, 
organising programmes of psy-
chosocial support for the children 
and youth, whoa are the victims 
of war. Moreover, this social centre 
organises education for future pro-
fessional social workers, willing to 
work with war-traumatised children 
and youth. This group includes 
psychologists, neuropsychiatrists, 
pedagogues, school teachers, 
volunteers and NGO activists. How-
ever, this educational programme is 
an additional challenge due to the 
ideological neglect of psychothera-
py in the previous socialist system, 
and the people who are eager to 
work for centres like this, being 
aware of the stress it involves, are 
really hard to find. 
Therefore, our workshop was 
focused on helping those who des-
perately need emotional relaxation 
because they take others’ problems 
for their own, namely the pleasant 
ladies from the “Wings of Hope”. 
The very first day cost us a lot: the 
centre is located far from the cen-
tre of Sarajevo, right at the slope of 
the mountains, in the Roma neigh-
bourhood. This is the normal way 
the staff takes every day – dedica-
tion to people costs a lot, especially 
if you have to walk this way several 

times a day, up to the centre, down 
to one school, and to another, back 
to the centre and finally back home. 
Pretty tough, isn’t it?
Having planned everything in 
advance, we were doing our best 
to make them feel really relaxed.  
We were using different tech-
niques and tools: dance, laughter, 
yoga and music. After a portion 
of some improvisations, funny 
expression of anger, embarrass-

“Dance for Peace, Move for Release” was exactly what our October Project Week 2010 in Sarajevo 
was about. Being aware of how much stress the daily life causes to all of us, Schirin, Liudmila, Toam, 
Shaked and I decided to organize stress release dance workshops, where emotional relaxation would 
become possible through the movement of the body, sound and laughter. If you are thinking about 
crazy disco nights, I will have to disappoint you – stress release is not something you get for free, it 
is something you deserve! That was the reason why we decided to get to know what it is like to deal 
with stress on daily basis. The wonderful people from the NGO “Wings of Hope” helped us realize it. 

ment and resentment, we moved 
to the “segment dance”. The 
idea was to relate a dance to the 
segment you happen to jump into 
and then quickly switch to another 
one. Laughter yoga was inspired 
by the “Fake it till you make it!” 
The voice exercise helped to relax 
the throat and lungs. The “energy 
star” exercise was an amazing end 
of the workshop.
After the workshop, we were 

pleasantly surprised by the 
amount of positive energy all of 
us gained. Such moments embody 
our everyday lives into peaceful 
existence, giving us the feeling of 
harmony. They also gave us the 
wings, wings of hope that these 
people give to others every day. 
We were very happy to help them 
and share the experience.

Anna Nikolaeva,  
UWCiM student, Russia S

tećci are actually tombstones, 
last residence of those who 
passed on the “other side”. The 
members of all three religions 
of Medieval Bosnia (Orthodox, 

Catholic and “Bosnian” church) used 
them to pay the tribute to their dead. 
It was a common way of ceremonial 
burial and the majority of tombstones 
have ornaments on them - pictures from 
everyday life and sometimes a short story 
of the one who “lies” under. Thanks to 
those sketches, Stećci are an important 
source for investigating the life of the 
people in Medieval Bosnia. Ironical as it is, 
nowadays, it seems that BiH people can-
not live in harmony, but back then, they 
lived together, even in death.
The goal of our Project Week was similar. 
We decided to do a research into the life 
in Medieval Bosnia and to learn how to 
examine the scripts and inscriptions on 
the tombstones.
The Project included many interesting 
lectures and field trips led by our his-
tory teacher, Dženan Hakalović and the 
university professor, Ivana Krešić. As an 
introduction to all the sights that we were 
about to visit, they presented us a short 
history of Bosnia and Hum Land (which 
is Herzegovina today) in the Middle Ages 
and taught us of the basics of Bosnian 
Cyrillic. We also learned some facts about 
the important figures from that period, 
such as the first king, Tvrtko Kotromanić, 
the last queen of Bosnia, Katarina Kosača 
and Herzeg Stjepan Kosača, “the first 
Herzegovinian”.

The Life in Medieval Bosnia

Examples of the Unique Mixture of Cultures in BiH

Afterwards, we were ready to visit the 
most famous Stećci necropolis Radimlja 
near Stolac. There we tried to map all 
tombstones and to picture some drawings 
on them. Then we continued to another 
necropolis near Boljuni. Since necropolis 
Radimlja is near a very busy road, we 
couldn’t really feel the “eternal peace” 
which surrounds the graveyards, but in 
Boljuni it was quite different. There, under 
the ancient trees, covered with leaves 
and surrounded by green grass and rocky 
hills, lies another collection of famous 
tombstones ready to be examined. We 
didn’t waste any time and soon we were 
ready to visit ancient Daorson, a capital 
of mighty Illyrian tribe. Although now 
almost completely devastated, two things 

Scattered across Bosnia and Herzegovina, surrounded by green meadows, vast highlands or rocky landscape, is the most valu-
able cultural heritage of this country. 

about Daorson are still really amazing: its 
position, from which you can control the 
nearby territory and a massive wall that 
surrounds it.
Our exploration took us to the monas-
tery in Humac, the oldest museum in 
BiH. Its collection includes many histori-
cal artefacts from Roman period and the 
Middle ages. We were able to see the 
so called Humačka plate, an important 
source for investigating the letters and 
language used in the medieval time. Af-
ter visiting the monastery’s museum and 
the church, we climbed to the nearby 
hill to Stjepangrad, the fortification built 
by Herzeg Stjepan. The tower itself is a 
good example of medieval fortification, 
but unfortunately, also of the care-

less attitude of the local government 
towards historical monuments. Hungry 
and tired from walking up the hill to the 
castle, we went to the nearby Ethno 
village Herceg. There we saw a typical 
village of medieval Hum land (should we 
exclude restaurants and theatre and a 
few modern buildings).
The goal of the third day was to visit the 
Faculty of Philosophy in Sarajevo and 
the National Museum. At the Faculty, we 
talked to the experts in medieval Bosnian 
history and it was particularly interesting 
to hear the story of the Bosnian Church 
and its origins. Later on, we visited the 
National Museum in order to see the 
development of BiH through valuable and 
interesting artefacts raging from Illyrian 
times until late Middle Ages.
In the four days of intensive historic 
investigations, we learned about life in 
medieval Bosnia and Hum (NOTE: the his-
torians use the term “medieval Bosnia” 
for all the territories which were under 
the rule of Bosnian king, including the ter-
ritory of today’s Herzegovina). I, myself, 
learned a lot. I even slightly changed my 
opinion of the Bosnian Church and I now 
believe that I got a better view of it. More 
importantly, working on this Project, I 
realized and started to firmly believe that 
the coexistence of the people belonging 
to all three ethnicities in BiH is possible. 
History teaches us so as well as our 
ancestors through their messages on the 
tombstones. We share history, why can’t 
we share the same and better future?

Nermin Šehić, UWCiM student, BiH

UWCiM dancers: Toam, Schirin, Shaked and Anna (far right)

Time to relax Dancing together

Stećci necropolis Radimlja 

Stećci explorers: Nermin (on the top), Petr, 
Ana Marija, Lirim, Edward and Dörontine
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W
ithin our investiga-
tion, we had many 
interviews with 
the members of 
both communi-

ties, including the clergymen from 
Catholic and Orthodox churches, 
the representatives of the local 
NGO “Hoću kući/I want to go back 
home”, but also with some ordi-
nary people of Knin who struggle 
for survival on daily basis. We were 
particularly interested in hearing 
their opinion about the return of 
refugees, judicial proceedings con-
ducted against military leaders of 
both sides, and present relations 
between Serbs and Croats.
The relations between Catholic 
and Orthodox Churches proved to 
be fairly neutral. We didn’t track 
any disputes, there is even a kind 
of basic cooperation between 
them, in particular when it comes 
to mixed marriages. Both claimed 
no religious discrimination. How-
ever, the truth is that Catholics 

The Consequences of War 

Aftermath of Yugoslavia in Knin 
Our Project investigated the events that took place in the town of Knin in Croatia, once mainly popu-
lated by ethic Serbs and the changes in town population as a consequence of the war in Yugoslavia 
during the 90s. Another purpose of the Project was to make some parallels with the situation in the 
post-war Mostar. 

outnumber the Orthodox and 
there were hardly any evidence of 
or wish for extending the coopera-
tion. 
In the individual stories of the 
citizens of Knin, we also heard 
different opinions. Sadly enough, 
mostly elderly people wanted to 
talk about the situation, emphasiz-
ing the difference in the mentality 
nowadays and during Yugoslavia. 
Younger people were not as coop-
erative but a couple of them gave 
us an alternative view. According 
to them, the social division exists, 
but in their opinion, the division 
should be attributed to the poor 
economy rather than to ethnic 
issues. The poor economic situa-
tion was marked as the greatest 
problem in town.  
The organization “I Wanted to Go 
Back Home” was initially estab-
lished to support the sustainable 
return of Serb refugees, but now it 
also helps the Croats to move into 
their old homes and helps them 

to find jobs. According to them, 
the situation in Knin has clearly 
gotten better in the past years 
and every year more and more 
people approach the organization 
expressing their wish to return. As 
they told us, the biggest issue they 
are dealing with at present is the 
status of Bosnian Croats living in 
Knin, the problem that we did not 
anticipate while making prepara-
tions for our Project. 
We found out that these people 
are in the worst situation, because 
they were instantly moved into 
the abandoned Serb houses when 
they arrived in 1995, but only a 
few years later they were forced to 
move out due to the return of the 
original owners. This puts them 
in a very difficult situation and 
they feel completely neglected 
and abandoned, as they told us in 
several interviews. 
I was a bit surprised to see how 
peaceful Knin actually is, but the 
peace you can feel in Knin is of 

a depressing kind. The fact that 
military camps still surround the 
city and that you see soldiers at 
every step does not make you feel 

Srebrenica Nowadays

Encounter with Genocide

W
e started our 
Project on an early 
Monday morn-
ing, October 11, by 
heading to Sre-

brenica. Thanks to the arrange-
ment made by our chemistry 
teacher, who was born there, our 
group was privileged to be ac-
commodated in the house of av-
erage Bosnian family in Srebren-
ica, Facebook-addict young lady 
and her mother. At the beginning, 
it was a bit hard for us to com-
municate with our hosts as we did 
not understand the language. But 
with the help of Google translate 
and our own new language, we 
were able to make conversation. 
The purpose of our project was 
to explore the life in Srebrenica 
today, taking into account its 
recent history. So, in addition 
to tasting some Bosnian tradi-
tional meals, such as potato pie, 
we visited cultural centres. Our 
first destination was the former 
cinema of the once rich town of 
Srebrenica, now the youth centre. 
There we met Milena, one of the 
leaders of Srebrenica Youth Cen-
tre. The centre organises plays, 
supports young bands and builds 
playgrounds for children. The do 
not receive any support from the 
government. Talking with Milena 
was the most inspiring discus-
sion we had, and I remember her 
words: “The change is coming!” 
The look in her eyes and the pride 
in her voice made us believe in 
what she said. 
After that inspiring talk in the 
Youth Centre, we went to talk 

with Almir, a representative of 
the Law Faculty, established by 
the University of Sarajevo in 
Srebrenica. Almir informed us of 
the absurd situation that this in-
stitution has recently found itself 
in. It is closing down, because it 
was established by the Federation 
BiH faculty within the territory of 
Republika Srpska. We agreed that 
it’s a shame that the University 
wants to close this Faculty down. 
We also agreed that the Faculty 
should remain there and the Sre-
brenica people should fight for it. 
Almir strongly believes that the 
only way for Srebrenica to evolve 
is through education. It became 
even clearer when we talked to 
Mela, the head of the Municipal 
Department of Education. Mela 
also informed us of many prob-
lems in education, including many 
difficulties in organizing the trans-
portation for the students from 
the remote areas. 
On our last day, we visited 

the Srebrenica Memorial in 
Potočari. We heard many stories 
and victims’ testimonials on 
what was happening in the area 
in July 1995. Being a Dutch, it 
was really hard to listen to their 
stories. Even harder was to read 
the signs written in the former 
Dutch military camp, leftovers 
of the soldiers who didn’t help 
the inhabitants of Srebrenica 
when they needed them the 
most. One sign said “verboden 
toegang” which means ‘no 
trespassing’. I had never felt 
so disappointed of being a 
Dutch like I felt that afternoon 
in Potočari. As many as 8237 
lives could have been saved. Not 
only does that number mark our 
Project, but it will always mark 
the town of Srebrenica which 
will have to carry this burden, 
8237 slaughtered human beings 
in genocide.

Detmer Kremer, UWCiM  
student, the Netherlands 

relaxed. You feel tension, espe-
cially among the youngsters, but 
not enough to provoke an incident. 
It seems that both ethnicities face 
the same issue: unemployment. 
We concluded that when comparing 
Knin and Mostar, the only differ-
ence is the population. Mostar may 
be divided more than Knin, but it is 
definitely more lively and, opposite 
to the feeling we had in Knin, it of-
fers its residents more hope.

Mateusz Niva, UWCiM student, 
Finland/Poland

Orthodox Monastery in Knin surroundings

Visiting the local NGO “Hoću kući/I want to go back home”

In Srebrenica Youth Centre

Memorial Center in Potočari (detail) Visiting the exhibition in Memorial Centre Potočari
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New York University Abu Dhabi 

Being Part of 
a New Exciting 
University 

D
uring my first days in 
Mostar, I could never 
have imagined the 
depth of the relation-
ships I would build, the 

places I would see, nor how pro-
foundly my perspective on my own 
life would change. But take heart! 

I’m here to tell you that there IS 
life worth living after UWC. Like 
most of my fellow classmates at 
New York University Abu Dhabi, I 
would never have believed it even 
a year ago if you had taken me for 
coffee and told me that in a matter 
of months I would be moving to 

the Middle East to start a univer-
sity. I was looking for a university 
with a close community among the 
students and faculty, a strong in-
ternational presence, and a vibrant 
local community to explore…some 
of the same traits that make UWCs 
so attractive.
As any UWCiM student knows, 
there are challenges that come 
with being at a new school. 
In Sama Tower (the 46 story 
student/faculty residence), they in-
clude waterfalls from the ceilings, 
unexpected visits from workers, 
and stenches that would make 
your eyes bleed. And how could we 
complain when we are guaran-
teed to graduate without debt, 
provided endless opportunities, 
and supported by a community of 
such caring and capable advisors? 
It is exhausting to be essentially 
indebted to the universe, and I can 
assure you that operating in an 
institution where no one is quite 
sure of their place, being taught by 
faculty who wrote the textbooks 
they assign, and living in what 
we’ve dubbed “the fishbowl” of 
constant media scrutiny comes 
with a fair amount of pressure. 
And yet, I can honestly say that 
it’s these same realities that mo-
tivate me to get out of bed in the 
morning. 
NYUAD is built around the con-
cept of cosmopolitanism, which 
demands that everyone recognize 
his own fallibility. Every person 
must recognize that even his most 
fundamental beliefs may not all 
be right, and must be willing to 
lay those concepts on the table, 
so to speak. It’s all about engag-
ing in conversation, which I was 
interested in having plenty of 
after two years at an international 
school specializing in post-war 
educational reform in the Balkans! 
At first, the thought of convers-
ing with peers who have started 
companies, competed on Olympic 
sports teams, worked through 
school while living on the street, 
and generally taken advantage of 
extraordinary opportunities was 
intimidating. It still is, but as one 
might find at a UWC, every single 
person can surprise you and is 
worth knowing. It may seem like 
a paradox, but living with fallible 
people is incredibly fulfilling. Even 
when stress gets the best of us 

and keeps us from being “happy” 
at the end of a given day, the pos-
sibilities of staying up trading life 
stories over tea, practicing Arabic 
on the erasable walls in the study 
room, or getting a hug from the 
university president make it all 
worthwhile.
Despite the academic intensity, 
college students with so much 
pent-up energy and student 
residences only minutes from 
the beach are bound to find ways 
to relax. I joined a dragon boat 
competition and was part of the 
first team to win a medal for 
NYUAD. We’ve had outings to 
orchestra concerts, camel races, 
and mangrove swamps, in addition 
to exploring the streets of the city. 
We have freedom as the first class 
to create anything from a sailing 
initiative to the student publica-
tion and student government I am 
helping to design. 
Perhaps the most encouraging 
fact I can remind UWCiM students 
of is that whichever university 
you choose, the UWC experience 
does not have to end. There are 
7 other UWC graduates here, and 
the administration has been eager 
to hear about our experiences and 
learn from them. Last month, we 
were visited by two members of 
the executive board, which was 
our first opportunity as alumni 
from various campuses to voice 
our opinions, ideas, and concerns 
about the future of the movement. 
In addition, we are set to help with 
the UWC selections in the UAE 
next spring and several education-
al conferences in the area. 
The World’s Honors College is 
not, by definition, an ideal fit 
for everyone. There are many 
universities offering incredible 
communities and connections and 
innovation within an established 
program. But if it’s connecting 
with people, questioning boundar-
ies of every kind, and putting your 
own experience on the line to work 
for something truly revolutionary 
and significant, then I can hardly 
imagine a more ideal environment 
in which to immerse yourself. And 
when IB starts to get you down, 
it’s certainly something to look 
forward to.

Leah Reynolds, UWCiM alumna 
10, USA

When you are in the midst of your first IA or your 
last EE draft, IB can be a horrifyingly surreal and 
seemingly never-ending storm. And maybe stu-
dents don’t want it to end, since that will mean 
the end of their time of UWC, too. 
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M
y name is Taida and I am a 
junior at Williams College. As 
many of you , I am sure, are 
now occupied with your SAT1s, 
SAT2S, EEs, TOKs, WLs, HLs 

and SLs and all other terrorizing acronyms, 
it is the perfect time to tell you why all 
those all-nighters wrapped in overwhelm-
ingly high stress levels with a smell of 
caffeine are worthwhile:  because college 
will be the time of your life! I’m serious! 
It will provide you with an opportunity to 
learn about yourself, challenge yourself, 
become an intellectually independent 
individual and meet extraordinary people 
with whom you will share four adventurous 
years of your life. 
As many other US colleges, Williams has 
an excellent career counselling office that 
enables students to access summer jobs 
and internship opportunities across the 
world. I was very lucky this summer to be 

accepted as a marketing intern at the W.J 
Clinton Foundation in New York City. Yes, 
the application process was painful, I had 
multiple interviews, waited for four months 
to find out the results, but three months in 
New York with an awesome crew of interns 
and employees at the Foundation was an 
amazing compensation. Besides being ac-
cepted to the Foundation, I was very lucky 
that Williams provided me with a summer 
grant to finance my living costs in New 
York City. Throughout the two years at the 
UWCiM, I was involved in many community 
service projects and this summer intern-
ship allowed me to combine my commit-
ment to philanthropy with my interests in 
marketing. A perfect match!
Established in 2001 by President Bill Clin-
ton, the Clinton Foundation aims to identify 
and take action on global problems by 
strengthening the collaboration between 
governments, NGOs and private individuals. 

The Foundation focuses its work on de-
veloping programs that aim at alleviating 
poverty, strengthening local economies, 
improving global health and nutrition and 
protecting the environment on five differ-
ent continents. So you get the point of the 
magnitude of their work, right?
As a marketing intern, I worked on a num-
ber of projects. I assisted in developing a 
marketing strategy for the Foundation in 
Latin America. I researched the variety 
of existing media channels through which 
the Foundation can release stories and 
videos of their work in that region and I did 
a cost and benefit analysis based on the 
demography and popularity of media chan-
nels. I actively participated in a number of 
marketing campaigns involving the Clinton 
Foundation recovery efforts in Haiti. One 
I am particularly proud of is choosing 
American retailers that will be selling 
Haitian hand-made decoration throughout 
the United States. If you ever see those 
bracelets, they are there because I wanted 
them to be there : ) I also worked on 
some smaller projects like creating an 
archiving system for all the digital records 
of President Clinton’s public appearances, 
I compiled a target list for advertising in 
American advocacy and economic news-
papers and magazines, I helped design 
the Foundation’s own one-to-one donor 
campaign and I managed correspondence 
among ten coordinating teams working on 
developing the first Haitian fundraising art 
exhibition which will take place in February 
2011.
And well, the part you must be especially 
interested in: living in New York City! Living 

Greetings from Williams College

You can do anything! 
I was asked about my summer internship experience as an 
encouragement for new UWCiM students. The given deadline 
was October 20. It’s October 20 right now and I am just start-
ing. So, I’m obviously still mastering the arts of procrastination 
I learned in IB.  However, this will be delivered just in time 
to be forwarded to you minutes before the deadline. Thus, 
please take the following information with a pinch of salt. Your 
resource is a UWCiM alumna still struggling with a chronic lack 
of self-discipline and organizational skills.

in New York for a summer when you are 
20 can be pretty amazing. I met a bunch 
of wonderful people, including President 
Clinton. I explored New York’s cultural and 
historical offerings. I enjoyed the beaches, 
Long Island and the parks of NYC. I saw the 
first baseball game in my life, Mets against 
San Diego Padres, from a VIP lounge paid 
by the Foundation. Cool ha? I hated the 
subway but loved all the random arts per-
formances I came across every morning 
while running to work from the 10th street 
on Broadway till the 125th Street on the 
5th Avenue. As you can see, I was really 
lucky this summer thanks to Williams, to 
the Foundation and my own hard work.
And finally, let me be so self-righteous to 
allow myself to spread some UWCiM alumni 
wisdom to you:
Enjoy your time at UWCiM!  The memories 
you create now will remain as some of 
your dearest memories ever. Look forward 
to college! Don’t be scared! You guys have 
the qualities the world out there needs: 
You are smart! You are hard-working! You 
speak more than one language! You are 
cosmopolites! You are intellectuals! You 
are efficient multitaskers, not procrastina-
tors! How many people can write an essay, 
listen to music, talk to a friend on facebook 
and skype and eat at the same time? Not 
many! That is commendable! And finally, 
enjoy life and don’t take it too seriously, 
there is so much fun out there to waste 
time stressing. 
And please apply to Williams! I would love 
to have a UWCiM buddy next fall.
Hugs and mojitos from Spain. Yes, I am in 
Spain for one semester, travelling, watch-
ing flamenco and doing some reading here 
and there – and it counts for academic 
credit. Hope this eliminates all doubts 
about how college can be great!

Taida Smailhodžić,  
UWCiM alumna 08, BiH

Leah (far right) with her co-years in NYUAD

UWC Alumni on NYUAD with the representatives of UWC International Office

 Taida Smailhodžić with the President Bill Clinton


